MEEKER’S FIRST AUTOMOBILE
―The first automobile to make its appearance in this valley arrived
Tuesday evening, the distance between Rifle and Meeker having
been covered in three and one-half hours, including stops
and one slight breakdown. Mr. W.W. Price and Dr. C.E. Smith were
the passengers The machine was given a box stall at Simp Harp‘s
livery, and ‗Salty‘ was on hand with a new fifty-foot rope and a
pair of hobbles to secure the thing. All the horses in the barn
talked it over that night, and concluded that when the roads
were bad it would be the same old thing- double up and get up in
the collar. It will not prove as destructible on the range ‗as
sheep‘.
Meeker is one of the principal cattle markets of this
section of the west and cowboys are always riding about its
street. When the auto and its passengers came down the main
street several of the boys got out their lassoes and tried to put
the rope around one of its wheels. After Mr. Price had put it up
at Simp Harp‘s, a party of the range-riders entered the stable and
went through the ceremony of branding it as a maverick. The
motor was the first of its kind to go through the Grand River
Canyon, and for many miles passed over a highway, which has been
blasted out of the solid rock by the state. The road is only wide
enough to allow one vehicle to pass, and on either side the walls
in some places reach a height of a thousand feet.‖ Compliments of
the Herald Times.

The Town Of Meeker
After the massacre of
Nathan C. Meeker, White River
Indian agent, and his agency by
the White River Ute Indians on
September 29, 1879 the army
moved up river to the present
site of Meeker. Here they
established a permanent
military camp barracks, barns,
officers‘ quarters and other
buildings. In the late summer
of 1883, the Government
started ―pulling up stakes‖
and auctioned off all the
buildings to settlers eager to homestead. The town was incorporated
in 1885 and remained the only incorporated area in northwestern
Colorado for the next twenty years. J.W. Hugus, John C. Davis, Newton
Major and Dana Thayer (J.W. Hugus and Company) George S.
Allsebrook, William H. Clark, James L. McHatton, Frank E. Sheridan and
Mrs. S.C. Wright ―the mother of Meeker‖ can all be credited to
founding the historical and quaint town that still charms residents

and visitors today.

Doc Bruner, His office
occupided the first East
Wing of the hotel
Odd Fellows Hall, Antlers Hotel,
Hartke and Sheets Hand Made Harness and Saddles,
Second Hand Store, Meat Market, Drug Store,

Post Office, Meeker Hotel and the Hugus Building.

Teddy Roosevelt
Comes to Meeker to Hunt Lion
To our knowledge, there has never been a US President come to
Meeker, but back in 1900 Theodore Roosevelt (while the Governor of
New York and the Vice-President elect) came to this area to hunt
Mountain Lion. Here are a couple of stories documenting Mr.
Roosevelt‘s Trip-

―Gates Keenesburg left TuesdaY afternoon for Rifle with a swell
tallyho and fours handled by the prince of jehus Ed Wolcott, for the
purpose of meeting a select party of gentlemen who had previously
made arrangements to enjoy a few weeks‘ vacation in this out-of-the-way
place. It was
nearly eight
o‘clock last
evening when
the rig
returned to
Meeker, and its
occupants
were none
less than Hon.
Theodore
Roosevelt, of
Oyster Bay,
N.Y. Dr.
Gerald C.
Webb and
Phillip B.
Stewart, both
of Colorado
Springs. They
were at once taken to St. James rectory, where the Rev. H.A. Handel
had an elegant spread awaiting them.
In deference to the vicepresident-elect‘s wishes it was prearranged that there would be no
public demonstration, but there
was a general desire to meet and
shake hands with the distinguished
gentleman. However, it was near
midnight before the party
proceeded to the Meeker Hotel,
where rooms were reserved for
them, and but few had the pleasure
of an introduction.

The ostensible purpose of the governor in visiting this section at
this time was simply to take a rest, he having retired from one office on
January 1st and will assume another March 4th. While taking this rest,
however, Mr. Roosevelt, wanting a little recreation, has chosen to
hunt mountain lion for a pastime.
With John Goff as guide and general manager, the party left this
morning about nine o‘clock, all on horseback, for the Keystone Ranch
in Coyote Basin, which, for the present will be their headquarters.
That the famous ―rough rider‖ will find plenty of sport in the
next three weeks goes without saying.‖ Compliments of Meeker Herald.

A Little History on our
Famous Guest of
1901…
With the assassination of
President McKinley,
Theodore Roosevelt, 42,
became the youngest
President in the Nation's
history. He brought new
excitement and power to
the Presidency, as he
vigorously led Congress
and the American public
toward progressive
reforms and a strong
foreign policy.
He crusaded
endlessly on matters big
and small, exciting audiences with his high-pitched voice, jutting jaw,
and pounding fist. "The life of strenuous
endeavor" was a must for those around him,
Leaving the Presidency in 1909, Roosevelt
went on an African safari, than jumped back into
politics. In 1912 While campaigning he was shot
in the chest by a fanatic. Roosevelt soon
recovered, but his words at that time would have
been applicable at the time of his death in 1919:
"No man has had a happier life than I have led; a
happier life in every way."

Credits
Our whole-hearted gratitude and appreciation go out to the following,
The Rio Blanco County Historical Society, the Colorado Historical
society, the Denver Library, the Meeker Herald and the staff at the
White River Museum. We would also like to thank all those who over
the years have taken the time to photograph and record stories and
events- especially the members of the Historical society and museum
who volunteer their team to safeguard the stories of the past. We feel
indebted to them. It is that love of history and especially a love of the
Hotel and Café‘s history that makes our job special. We invite you- for
an hour, a day or a week to share in the unique Northwestern Colorado
history that makes this establishment and town so special. Thank you
for your visit.

―Away Back in the last century when civilization was yet in
its cradle. And Beauty and Meeker were both young and both
permanently located on the White River, there was but one hotel.

It was a low adobe erected as a barracks soon after the
massacre and originally occupied by Company C, 14th Infantry. In
the front room were two windows of small panes glass, coated
on the inside with whiting to keep the daylight from escaping.
The front room was a very large one, dimly lighted by day
while at night two hanging kerosene lamps frightened away some
of the darkness. In this room gambling tables were running day
and night; beer and liquors were sold at 25 cents per glass, the
bar itself being the hotel office‖ Compliments of the Meeker

Herald.

The Meeker Hotel‘s front desk also served as its bar! Well, that pretty
much says it all… Saloons played a prominent role in all Old West
towns and Meeker was no exception. Below are pictures of a few such
saloons.

July 5, 1899. From the looks on the bartenders‘ faces, it appears July
4th was a rough one.
July 4, 1913
The Meeker
Range Call
Rodeo began
in 1885,
making it the
oldest
annual
rodeo in
Colorado.

The Meeker Post
Office opens in the
Vorges Bldg. In 1904,
it became the 1st
National Bank and
finally the home to
the Meeker Café in
1918.

Hugus and Company
built a three story
brick building.
200,000 bricks were
contracted for
from Mr. Grant. This
picture is prior to
the Hugus Co. fire
of 1911. Picture
from 1906.

On the left is the Craig
High School Football and
Basketball Team. On the
Right is the Meeker High
School Football and
Basketball Team.

Meeker Main Street

Billy the Kid Registers
at the Meeker Hotel
For those of you unfamiliar with the mystery of Billy the Kid- Let
us provide you with a little background and more importantly how the
Meeker Hotel came to be a part of the mystery.
Billy the Kid was one of the most
famous outlaws in the history of the Old
West. However, most of his years remain
mysterious. He has been described as both a
cold-blooded killer and as a romantic
Robin Hood. He was extremely loyal to his
many friends, and extremely dangerous to
anyone he considered an enemy. He will
forever be remembered as an immortal
figure of a lawless era.
Billy the Kid was born William Henry
McCarty around the year 1860. His
birthplace is uncertain, but during his
childhood he lived in Indiana, Kansas and
Colorado before his family settled in
Silver City, New Mexico. After the death of
his mother, Catherine, Billy the Kid was left
parentless and turned to a life of crime as early as age thirteen.
He became involved in New Mexico‘s infamous Lincoln County War
where he was accused of killing Sheriff Brady. He was arrested in
1880 for that murder, but escaped jail. Billy the Kid was than hunted
down by Pat Garrett and is believed by many to have been shot on July
14,1881. To confuse matters, numerous Billy the Kid sightings were
made in New Mexico, Arizona and Colorado after this date- leading many
to question the validity of The Kid‘s death. Claims were made that he
lived under his many aliases (Billy McCarty, William H. Bonney) and
mischievously flaunted his identity. Always a few steps ahead of the
law!
The plot thickens in 1950, when ninety year old Brushy Bill
Roberts (pictured on right side) claims to be Billy the Kid and seeks a
pardon from the Governor of New Mexico.
Brushy Bill‘s attorney had requested a private
meeting due to his client‘s poor health, but the
governor ignored the request and invited
dozens of guests including photographers and
reporters. Brushy Bill suffered a stroke
during the interview and answered many questions incorrectly.
Unfortunately, before the matter could be further explored Brushy
Bill Roberts died of a second Heart Attack only a few weeks later.
Leaving the matter unresolved.
Billy the Kid historians are split down the middle on whether
Brushy Bill Roberts was the real thing, but nonetheless The Meeker
Hotel is left with the faded signature of William H. Bonney lingering in
the dusty hotel registry from the summer of 1889.

Building the Meeker Hotel
The construction
process involved in erecting
the two-story center of the
building you see today lends
new meaning to the term
―speedy construction‖. Here
you will see five weeks of
progress using materials that
were being shipped by freight
wagon from Rifle. Photos: H.A.
Wildhack.

For more than a century, the community café has served western
towns as the gathering spot for families, friends and travelers.
Business deals are closed, romances are struck, political philosophies
are formed and celebrations take place at the local café.
Our Meeker Café has been fulfilling this important role for
residents and visitors since 1883. Initially, the hotel and café were
housed in an adobe building, which had been used as a military barracks.
Charlie Dunbar and Susan Wright were the original partners. A
professional gambler, Charlie was shot and killed during an argument
about a card game just a few months after the hotel and café opened
for business. In 1884, Miss Wright and Simp Harp became partners in
the hotel business. The July 3, 1886 issue of the Meeker Herald
reports ―The French glass recently arrived from Denver, and has been
placed behind the bar and adds greatly to the appearance of the
saloon.‖
Susan‘s brother, Rueben Sanford Ball, went to work for and
with his sister in 1891. Susan C. Wright died in March of 1893 after
ailing for about a year.
She willed her real
estate and personal
property to her brother.
Under Ball‘s ownership
the new Meeker Hotel and
Café was constructed in
1896 at the location of
the present historic
Meeker Hotel. Eight
years later, in 1904, the
east and west wings were
added. At one time, the
ground floor of the east
wing housed Strehlke Bros. Drug Store, Dr. Bruner‘s office and the
Colorado Telephone Co. Today, the dining room of the Café is there.
The stone building, which currently houses the Meeker Café, was
originally called the Vorges Bldg and opened for business on May 9,
1891 as Meeker‘s new Post Office building. In 1904, it became the 1st
National Bank Building and in 1918, Rueben S. Ball moved the café out
of the hotel to its present location. In the spring of 1923, the Ball
family transferred ownership to Clarence P. and Lucille Mathis, and it
has been evolving ever since.
Phil Jensen, long-time resident of Meeker, related a story of how
back in the early 1930‘s he sat in the café‘s antique booths when they
were located in the Midwest Café in Craig, Colo. Sometime in the mid
30‘s the art deco style booths, counter top and bar back were moved
to the Meeker Café. A few of the celebrities to have visited the Meeker
Hotel and Café are Tom Horn, Billy the Kid,Teddy Roosevelt, Franklin
and Eleanor Roosevelt, Gary Cooper, Dick Cheney with his secret
service, and Buddy Roosevelt, a silent movie star in the 20‘s and 30‘s
who was born and raised in Meeker.

Above and below: Rueben
Sanford Ball in the Meeker
Hotel lobby.

Meeker Hot Springs
Hosts a Bathing Beauty Contest
The Fourth of July spirit still prevailed on Sunday, many of the
out of town people staying for the Lion‘s Bathing Beauty contest and a
swim in our big outdoor pool. At the announced time Sunday afternoon
not less than three hundred car loads of people were present. Despite
threatening clouds
which hung overhead
most of the
afternoon, the spirit
of the crowd was
not dampened in the
least. A portion of
the east bank was
reserved for the
bathing beauty
contestants. The
background being
formed by a display
of the American
flags which made a
most pleasing
picture. Eleven girls entered the contest all of them representing
some local business house. A prettier group of girls with their bathing
suits, high heeled shoes and rolled hose will not be seen any where
except it be Atlantic
City itself.
Several pictures
were taken of the girls
as well as some of the
crowd and the pool.
These will be used in
advertising our big free
swimming pool to the
outside world. After
the pictures were taken,
the girls returned to
the girls dressing room
where they were
measured under the
direction of Mrs. Andy Lowe according to the Atlantic City
requirements. After all the girls were measured a committee of three
took the measurements and after considerable figuring adjudged Mrs.
Annabelle Robertson of Rifle the winner of the contest.
The Bathing Beauty Contest was a decided success. It not only
drew the largest crowd that has ever visited our pool but by their
being there, Meeker will deserve some very favorable advertising. The
pictures will be sent far and wide and before another year Meeker‘s
hot water pool will be nearly as well advertised as Glenwood‘s and
lots cheaper.

The Beginning of
Meeker: The Events
and Characters
Nathan Meeker was born in Ohio in
1817. He worked as a newspaper
reporter for the New York Tribune, but
his fascination with the West led him to
write a book called, Life in the West. In
1869, At 52 years old, he and his family
moved to the rocky mountain region
where he continued to work for the
tribune. Eventually, his editor Horace Greeley financed Meeker‘s
dream to create an agricultural utopian community. He
advertised for applicants to move to the South Platte River
basin, where Meeker envisioned creating a cooperative venture
for people of "high moral standards."
In 1878, eight years after founding of the South Platte
River colony, Meeker was appointed an Indian agent at the White
River Ute Indian Reservation despite his lack of experience with
Native Americans. It is said that Meeker accepted the position in
order to repay a large debt he owed Horace Greeley. Once
arriving at the White River Valley, Meeker immediately attempted
to implement his policy of religious and farming reforms.
The official responsible for
Meeker‘s political appointment was
The recently elected Governor of
Colorado, Frederick Walker Pitkin.
Pitkin‘s two terms in office extended
from 1879 to 1883. It was a time of
turmoil and change in the newly
formed state of Colorado, but one
divisive issue during Pitkin's first
term was the Indian reservation
system. This system was created as a
method to remove Indians from their
native lands so that non-Indian
expansion and development could
take place. He had campaigned on a
theme of "The Utes Must Go!" and
sided with local politicians and
settlers when exaggerated claims were made against the Utes
despite the tribe having a history of peaceful relations with the
new settlers and government officials. It is now believed that
Pitkin and others were after the rich land occupied by the Utes

under the Treaty of
1867. One of the most
Tragic and illustrative
events was the Meeker
Massacre in present
day Rio Blanco County.
It set into motion a
series of events that
would forever change
the lives of the Ute
people. The Utes had
maintained a long
history of peaceful
relations with the
white man, especially with John Wesley Powell who lived among
them in 1868 and 1869. This changed when Nathan C. Meeker
accepted the position as Indian agent to the White River Utes in
1878. Meeker attempted to make the White River Ute settlement
into a Christian farming commune. After a year of Meeker
pursuing this agenda, the Utes revolted in frustration.
Tensions came to a head when Meeker forbid the Utes to race
their ponies and insisted on plowing up their race track and
horse pastures to make room for farming. Horses were an
essential part of the Ute‘s heritage and held a special position in
their society. Racing them was an activity the Utes enjoyed
immensely,
but one that Meeker considered to be gambling. After the
confrontation regarding the ponies, the Ute tribe discovered
that Meeker had called for military reinforcements to help
quell the unrest. On September 29, 1879The Utes killed Meeker
and the rest of his company. They also took a small group of
women and children captive as added
security. The prisoners were later
released due primarily to the
efforts of
Ute Chief Ouray, his wife Chipeta and
former Ute Indian agent General
Charles Adams.
Major T.T. Thornburgh and three
troops of cavalry arrived to aid
Nathan Meeker. At Milk Creek, on the
northern edge of the reservation,
Ute warriors attacked
Thornburgh‘s troops after their
request that the soldiers not enter
the reservation was ignored. Intially
the Utes had requested that Thornburgh and five soldiers enter
the reservation in order to facilitate peace talks, but when this
request was ignored the Ute warriors attacked. Thornburgh and

all of his officers above captain were killed. The troops were
put on the defensive for six days until October 5th, when Colonel
Wesley Merritt, with over three hundred soldiers, ended the Ute
revolt at the Battle of Milk Creek. Colonel merritt was
responsible for overseeing the construction of the barracks
and stables that would house his garrison at what was initially
called ‗Camp on the White River‘. The army would leave in 1883
and the settlement would later be
named Meeker, in honor of Nathan
Meeker. The following year
Congress held hearings into the
massacre and in retaliation for the
killings, they passed the Ute
Removal Act, which denied the Ute
tribe the 1.2 million acres of land
that had been guaranteed to them in
perpetuity. Congress directed for
the Utes to be forcibly removed and
relocated to eastern Utah. Sadly,
the result of Nathan Meeker‘s misguided leadership and the
massacre that followed was for the Utes to be moved to the
Unitah Reservation where they still reside today.
This is not a comprehensive history, but a quick synopsis. The best
place to go for more in-depth information on the area is across
the street, behind the courthouse, to the White River Museum. It
is housed in some of the original military structures built in
1879. The Rio Blanco County Historical Society has published
books entitled ‗This Is What I Remember‘. There are multiple
volumes and they are filled with first-accounts of many
historical events. For more information on Nathan Meeker, there
is a museum in his original home in Greeley, Colorado. For more
information on the history of the Ute Indian tribe there is a
museum in Montrose, Colorado. It is built on the grounds of
Chief Ouray and Chipeta‘s homestead. More information on
Nathan Meeker, from the National Park Service, follows.
The Native American pictures above depict visits the Ute Chiefs
(north, south and central) made to Washington D.C. Chief Ouray
was known for his diplomacy and intelligence. He is second from
the right in both group photos.

Colorado Springs Gazette 2 October 1879
Nathan Meeker was struggling
with his job as Indian Agent at
White River. Many of the Utes in
his charge rebelled against his
plans to change their way of life.
Some of them fled the Agency to
raid nearby farms. After the raids
increased, Meeker sent out a plea
for military help. His request was
answered.
Major Thomas T. Thornburgh, a
West Pointer, Civil War veteran
from Tennessee, and a professor
of military strategy, had been
based at Fort Steele in Wyoming
on scouting duty for more than a
year. He led a command of 153
soldiers and 25 civilians toward
the Ute Reservation, and agreed
to ride alone to meet Meeker and two of the complaining Indian leaders.
But when he reached Milk Creek, 25 miles north of White River, he found
the creek dry. He ordered his troops to move some miles into the
reservation where there was available water. Indian eyes were watching.
Suddenly a gun was fired, then all the guns blazed. Within minutes, Major
Thornburgh, and at least 11 of his troopers and teamsters lay dead,
another 28 were wounded, and three-quarters of the horses and mules
were killed. The trapped Army survivors found refuge behind wagons and
piled up bodies of dead horses, and managed to hold off the warriors until
relief troops arrived six days later.
"He was young, ardent, ambitious, of good
judgment and no man could have done
better in life nor met death with more heroism"
General Sherman's Report on Major Thomas Tipton Thornburgh

Who was Nathan Meeker?
Nathan C. Meeker, idealistic founder of the city of Greeley, who later died a martyr's
death as an Indian agent. Born in 1817 in Euclid, Ohio, he became a wanderer around the
East. Changing vocations often, he worked as a journalist, author, social reformer,
teacher, and businessman. In 1865 he joined Horace Greeley's New York Tribune,
eventually becoming its agricultural editor.
Like Greeley, Meeker had a deep interest
in the West, expressed in his book Life in
the West (1866). While on a newspaper trip
to the Rocky Mountain region in 1869, he
evolved a plan to organize an agricultural
colony there. On his return to the East later
that year, supported by Greeley, he
launched his Union Colony of Colorado
and recruited 200 colonists.
The next year Meeker set out to found
Greeley, an experimental cooperative
community, in northeastern Colorado.
After several false starts, it succeeded.
Despite his wanderlust, Meeker stayed
there for 8 years. To repay debts he had
incurred and to confirm his belief that
agriculture could bring self-sufficiency and
prosperity to the Indians, as well as a better
adjustment to the ways of the whites, at the age of 60 he enthusiastically obtained a
position as Indian agent at the White River Agency, Colo. But the next year his Ute
charges murdered him, and his family returned to their home in Greeley.
The two-story home, completed in the year 1871 and a city-operated museum since 1929,
is still essentially in its original condition, except for the addition of a kitchen. In 1959
extensive restoration took place. At that time the house was equipped with furnishings,
some of them dating to the 1870's and belonging to the Meeker family.
Article courtesy of the National Park
Service. Photographs courtesy of the
Denver Public Library and the Greeley
Municipals Museum Dept.

A barrack business still in operation 125 years
later…..

Meeker has almost always had a newspaper.
The town had its beginning after the troops left the encampment on the
White River in 1883 and the first Meeker paper was established on Aug.
15, 1885. James Lyttle, who had worked on a newspaper in Leadville,
purchased basic newspaper equipment in 1883 from the defunct paper
in Kokomo (which is near Leadville) and then looked for a place to set
up shop.
James Lyttle heard the town of Meeker was getting started and might
be interested in having a newspaper. He took the train from Leadville to
Redcliff which was as far as the railroad went at that time. He then
rented a saddle horse and rode to where Dotsero is now and came
over the Flat Tops in 1884.
Deciding that Meeker was a viable place for a newspaper, Lyttle and
Jack Houston returned to Meeker with the printing equipment and put
out the first issue of the Herald. The Washington hand press and some
of the type and type cases that were used in publishing that first issue
are on display in the local museum.
Even though it was a very time consuming job to hand set all of the
items that were put in the paper, there wasn‘t enough revenue to

support two individuals and so Jack Houston became Meeker‘s
postmaster.
Jim Riland had planned to come with Lyttle and Houston to Meeker but
took a job in Aspen at that time. Riland did later come to Meeker in 1900
and established a rival newspaper, The White River Review, which was
published until April 1934 in a frame building where the Blue Spruce
Inn now stands.
The Meeker Herald was a hand set paper, letter by letter, line by line,
and was printed on the hand press two pages at a time. The type was
assembled in type frames and placed on the bed of the press, inked with
a two page sheet of newsprint placed upon the inked forms. Pressure
was applied to the paper and two pages of the paper were printed at a
time. This time consuming process lasted until the 1920s when a
Linotype was installed and a much faster process took place.
The hand press gave way to a Hoe printing press. A unique thing about
the Hoe press was that during the spring of the year it was operated by
water power from Sulphur Creek. This could bring about a question of
proximity. The Meeker Herald
building was originally located
in an adobe (formerly used by
the military encampment)
building located where the
I.O.O.F. hall building is today
for two years. The Herald was
then moved to 4th and Main
streets and Sulphur Creek
flowed southwest behind the
Herald building.
When the creek was dry, a crank
was attached to the flywheel
that ran the Hoe and it was
turned by manpower. When the
Meeker Light Plant was built
and power was available
throughout the town, the Hoe press was run by electricity.
This two-page press was the printing factor until a four-page press was
purchased and shipped from Juneau, Alaska. To accommodate this new
press, an addition was put on the existing frame building. The Herald
was printed on this ―new‖ press until the Cook family, who purchased
the newspaper from the Lyttles in May 1964.
In the 1970s the Cooks did a major remodeling job on the building and
converted the cold type process to a more modern offset method. This
allowed for a lot more flexibility in production and later, with the use
of computers, a more attractive product was the result.

There were really only three owners of the Herald until about a
decade ago. James Lyttle ran the paper until his passing in 1925. His
son, R.G. Lyttle, Sr., published the newspaper until selling it to the
James Cook family in 1964 who sold it to Sereva Towler in the early
1990s.
Towler published the Herald for a couple of years, Mike Cook had it
for a little more than a year before it was sold to Glenn and Donna
Troester. The Troesters moved the location to the former school
administration building and ran the paper for about five years.
It was then sold to Kerry and Joy Murdock and moved to The Hugus
Building. The Murdocks had it about a year when it was again sold to
Mitch and Meg Bettis in March of 2001.
While the Troesters had the paper, it was combined with the Rangely
Times with an edition for Rangely and one for Meeker with basically
just the front pages being changed.
Another innovation has come about with the change of name and the
paper covering Rio Blanco County news — The Rio Blanco Herald Times.
Most of the changes in format have come in the past 25 years and most
of the changes in ownership have come in the past 10 years, but Meeker
has had a newspaper for 125 years.
– By Rich Lyttle

Article Courtesy of the Herald Times

An excellent side view of an original military barrack. This one housed
the Meeker Herald beginning in 1885. It was later torn down to build
the Odd Fellows Lodge, which is now the beautifully restored
Mountain Valley Bank.

The Antler Hotel
The Antler Hotel is
the white, two-story
building with the
unique front. Beside
it is a building whose
sign reads the Ranch
Hotel and Bar. This
picture to the right
was taken circa
1915. The Antler
Hotel was originally
built in 1884-85 by
E.S.R. Sanderson
with the intention of
it being an opera
house. Sanderson‘s
wife was a soprano.
When opera didn‘t catch on he traded it in 1887, so the land
could be used to build the Rio Blanco County Courthouse. It was
used until 1935 when the native red stone building across the
street was built to house the courthouse. The picture below was
taken circa 1885 when the hotel was first built.

Slowly the wooden barracks were replaced by some of the most
impressive brick structures in western Colorado. Meeker was
known for having an illustrious ‗Brick Block‘. The picture below
depicts the brick J.W. Hugus building and the Meeker Hotel. There
is an original barrack sandwiched between them. Eventually it
would be torn down to make room for the Meeker Hotel‘s wings.
This picture would have been taken between 1896 when the
center of the hotel was constructed, but before 1904 when the
wings were added.

September 1897. The Meeker Hotel was barely a year old. What
would become the ‗Brick Block‘ and stretch from 6th Street all
the way to 4th Street is in its infancy.

A view of Main Street from each side.
Above prior to 1911.
Below Circa 1925.

Born in a Barracks
No this isn‘t a school yard taunt and no it‘s not referring to
what your mother would scream after you when you left the
door open. It refers to what we might call Government stimulus
or at least it worked out that for a little outpost known as
‗Camp on the White River‘. Immediately following the Meeker
Massacre in 1879, the White River Indian Agency relocated to
Meeker‘s current location. Barracks, corrals and stables were
built, but when the Army moved out in 1883 it auctioned off the
buildings to settlers eager to build a town. Four of these
buildings still stand on their original location. Below are
pictures of businesses that were ‗born in barracks‘. The Meeker
herald now resides in the hugus building, but has been in
continuous operation since its‘ founding in 1885. The Meeker
Hotel remains standing in the same spot the original barrack
stood in 1883. It is a poignant reminder of pioneer tenacity and
the grit it took to make something out of pretty much nothing.

Photo by: H.A. Wildhack
The first quarters of the J. W. Hugus and Company. Hugus would
become one of the US‘s first millionaires. The wood false front
building was a barracks for the garrison under General Wesley
Merritt, Hugus supplied many of the army posts in the Rocky
Mountain Region.

Some ‗barrack-born‘ businesses no longer in operation: Rector &
Davis Saloon, Wiseman's Restaurant and Meeker livery. The
Meeker Livery was owned by Simp Harp who operated the MeekerRifle Stagecoach and was one of Susan C. Wright‘s early
partners in the Meeker Hotel.
Another
photograph
of the early
Hugus
building.
Circa 1889.

Meeker Hotel‘s early barrack circa 1885.

Below is a view of an original army garrison barrack without a
fancy wooden false front on it. This barrack was the original
home of the Meeker Herald in 1885. It was later torn down to
build the Odd Fellows Hall which is now the beautifully
restored Mountain Valley Bank Building.

Fire Destroys the J.W. Hugus and Co. building
In either 1910 or 1911, we can only imagine R.S. Ball‘s anxiety as
one of his worse fears unfolded. After losing his saloon in
Creede, Colorado, to a fire that ravaged the town, R.S. moved to
Meeker to help his Sister run her hotel. At her passing, he
inherited the business and made the momentous decision to build
the large brick structure standing today. R.S. was so afraid of
another fire that he made some of the walls of the hotel six
bricks thick. Yet six short years after finishing the last stage of
construction- fire strikes again! The J.W. Hugus building, which
abuts the hotel, is consumed by a fire too hot to extinguish. The
volunteer Fire Dept of Meeker worked tirelessly through the
night, pouring water down the wall of the Meeker Hotel, to save
it and the rest of Meeker‘s ‗Brick Block‘. The picture below
depicts the Hugus Building after the fire. J.W. Hugus immediately
rebuilt the beautiful structure standing beside the Hotel today.

The Meeker Hotel and Cafe gratefully acknowleges its debt to
those valiant firefighters by honoring all firefighters (with
proper I.D.) Please let us know if you are a firefighter. We thank
all of you for placing yourselves in harms way to keep us safe.

General Wesley Merritt‘s ‗Camp on the
White River‘ becomes Meeker,
Colorado.

A southern view of the Meeker shows many of the buildings built
by General Merritt‘s army garrison. The purpose of the ‗Camp on
the White River‘ was to enforce the banishment of the Northern
Ute Indians to the Unitah Reservation in Utah following the
Meeker Massacre. The white flag pole in the center of the photo
marks where the original parade ground stood. Circa 1890.

Looking north. The brick
building above the town is
the school house, white
church to left is the
Methodist Church and the
cluster of brick buildings
to the left is the beginning
of the prestigious ‗Brick
Block‘ that defined
Meeker‘s downtown.

More Barracks….

above photo by h.a. wildhack

The two-story white building is the Antlers Hotel, the original
Herald building sits one building over. This area is now Mtn
Valley Bank and further down the library. Circa 1887.

A stunning picture of Meeker, Colorado and the White River
Valley taken in 1906. The old school house, the Hugus building,
the St. James Episcopal Church and the Meeker Hotel can be
viewed from above.

The Meeker Hotel is the brick structure in the center of the
photo. You can see the back staircases. Circa 1900.

The barrack below is undergoing the process of acquiring a
falsefront- a trademark of the Old West!

The post office was in a barracks too! Take a moment to look at
the patrons. Eventually the post office would leave its barrack
and move into a unique stone building called the Vorges Building.
This building sat next to the Meeker Hotel and since 1917 has
been occupied by the Meeker Café.

